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Context – UK car rental

WHO WE ARE
• Over 170,000 cars
• 10 million rentals per year
• Average CO2 of 148g/km

WHAT WE DO
• Flexible mobility
• Equality of access
• Test bed for new technology/vehicles
• Safe working environment
• Car rental + car clubs = same thing! 
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Context - A nation of car users

1996-2006 – car ownership rose 30%

75% of households now have cars

Cars = 79% of distance travelled

car 

use

1920                                                          2010

Source: 2008 National Travel Survey
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Wrong presentation title?

Car use has reached saturation levels
People prefer to travel by car

People need access to use of a car
People are becoming less keen on car ownership

Can we meet our mobility needs without owning cars?

But we could meet our mobility needs…
By owning smaller/cleaner cars

By owning fewer cars

By using our cars less

By integrating car use with other forms of transport

NO
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Smaller, cleaner cars

Option 1
Family-owned Zafira MPV doing 12,000 miles 
per year (170g/km CO2 or 45mpg)

Option 2
Family-owned Polo Blue Motion doing 10,000 
miles per year (99g/km CO2 or 74mpg)
AND
Rented Zafira MPV doing 2,000 miles per 
year (170g/km CO2 or 45mpg)

A smarter choice!

http://images.google.co.uk/imgres?imgurl=http://img2.netcarshow.com/Volkswagen-Polo_BlueMotion_Concept_2009_1280x960_wallpaper_02.jpg&imgrefurl=http://www.netcarshow.com/volkswagen/2009-polo_bluemotion_concept/1280x960/wallpaper_02.htm&usg=__k8vyO7muGiz3kGUNrsy3LU1ls_Y=&h=960&w=1280&sz=189&hl=en&start=78&sig2=HI6ZfRSyKx_zDBhkpHCSqQ&um=1&itbs=1&tbnid=m0hVbBm2CufcdM:&tbnh=113&tbnw=150&prev=/images%3Fq%3Dvw%2Bpolo%2Bbluemotion%26start%3D60%26um%3D1%26hl%3Den%26sa%3DN%26rls%3Dcom.microsoft:en-gb:IE-SearchBox%26rlz%3D1I7GGLR%26ndsp%3D20%26tbs%3Disch:1&ei=hmy0S6fJCIu14Qav0o2tDg�
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Owning fewer cars

Millions of people use a van each year, 
but most rent one when they need it.

More people are taking this “pay as you 
go” approach to their car needs, because 
it offers…

Fixed cost
Low risk (maintenance, depreciation)
Convenient
Right vehicle for the right job

A smarter choice!
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Using private cars less for work

Four million people use their car at work (grey fleet)
Companies like it – little administration
Employees like it – convenient, incentive to drive more

But there are cost, safety, CO2 and management issues.

Car rental can help… 
Cleaner, more fuel-efficient cars
Newer, safer, well maintained cars
Transparent, low cost
Manageable – can integrate into wider transport policy

A smarter choice
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Integrated transport

Public transport is more sustainable – but 
doesn’t meet every mobility need.

Limited train routes and timetables
Buses run on <25% of road network

Car rental can integrate with public 
transport, e.g. Business trip from London 
to Newcastle.

Option 1 – Drive 
Option 2 – Train + bus/metro/taxi
Option 3 – Train + car rental

A smarter choice!

http://images.google.co.uk/imgres?imgurl=http://www.freefoto.com/images/806/19/806_19_7914---UK-Trains_web.jpg%3F%26amp%3Bk%3DUK%2BTrains&imgrefurl=http://www.freefoto.com/preview/806-19-7914&usg=___JY95JFcQNP1468ZdJPreYHH7c0=&h=402&w=600&sz=104&hl=en&start=49&sig2=cviuA88f-arsee4fRtjIWg&um=1&itbs=1&tbnid=khPE1MWgpDY2QM:&tbnh=90&tbnw=135&prev=/images%3Fq%3DUK%2Btrains%26start%3D40%26um%3D1%26hl%3Den%26sa%3DN%26rls%3Dcom.microsoft:en-gb:IE-SearchBox%26rlz%3D1I7GGLR%26ndsp%3D20%26tbs%3Disch:1&ei=EHG0S9OdEdGF4Qa03vjADg�
http://images.google.co.uk/imgres?imgurl=http://www.uk-buses.co.uk/e107_files/downloadthumbs/FJ57CYX%2520FIRST%2520_%2520Bury%2520Bus%2520Interchange%2520Front%2520001.JPG&imgrefurl=http://www.uk-buses.co.uk/download.php%3Fview.220&usg=__aVyHwPiVSnRhDigFc22ZMIrcfY4=&h=600&w=800&sz=198&hl=en&start=38&sig2=2owwXMh5gf8wLtIcj20X2Q&um=1&itbs=1&tbnid=KPipfgarp28hQM:&tbnh=107&tbnw=143&prev=/images%3Fq%3DUK%2Bbuses%26start%3D20%26um%3D1%26hl%3Den%26sa%3DN%26rls%3Dcom.microsoft:en-gb:IE-SearchBox%26rlz%3D1I7GGLR%26ndsp%3D20%26tbs%3Disch:1&ei=i3G0S82uCdWN4ga1_PyoDg�
http://images.google.co.uk/imgres?imgurl=http://img2.netcarshow.com/Volkswagen-Polo_BlueMotion_Concept_2009_1280x960_wallpaper_02.jpg&imgrefurl=http://www.netcarshow.com/volkswagen/2009-polo_bluemotion_concept/1280x960/wallpaper_02.htm&usg=__k8vyO7muGiz3kGUNrsy3LU1ls_Y=&h=960&w=1280&sz=189&hl=en&start=78&sig2=HI6ZfRSyKx_zDBhkpHCSqQ&um=1&itbs=1&tbnid=m0hVbBm2CufcdM:&tbnh=113&tbnw=150&prev=/images%3Fq%3Dvw%2Bpolo%2Bbluemotion%26start%3D60%26um%3D1%26hl%3Den%26sa%3DN%26rls%3Dcom.microsoft:en-gb:IE-SearchBox%26rlz%3D1I7GGLR%26ndsp%3D20%26tbs%3Disch:1&ei=hmy0S6fJCIu14Qav0o2tDg�
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Is our long-term relationship with the car on the wane?
Costs 
Tax
Legislation

Car rental offers “pay-as-you-go”, no-strings-attached motoring

Attitudes to car ownership

A smarter choice!
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In conclusion

It’s not a case of…

“NO PAIN, NO GAIN”

It’s more of a case of…

“NO BRAIN, NO GAIN”

Maintaining mobility, cutting CO2 and reducing car ownership.

CAR RENTAL IS A SMARTER CHOICE!



12

With a little help from our friends…

Access to low-carbon incentives

Stronger relations with transport hubs

Exclusion from congestion charges

Access to bus/taxi lanes

Inclusion in government transport plans

http://images.google.co.uk/imgres?imgurl=http://www.milesfaster.co.uk/information/heathrow-airport/images/t5-signs.jpg&imgrefurl=http://www.milesfaster.co.uk/information/heathrow-airport/terminal-5.htm&usg=__IwfV5L3YvRL945hg1volAyrzq9g=&h=277&w=384&sz=30&hl=en&start=7&sig2=4knb3ij3MeqLV7m8QPOHag&um=1&itbs=1&tbnid=R5LhPuR4_Z2-SM:&tbnh=89&tbnw=123&prev=/images%3Fq%3DHeathrow%2Bairport%2Bsign%26um%3D1%26hl%3Den%26lr%3D%26rlz%3D1G1GGLQ_ENGB270%26tbs%3Disch:1&ei=Cnu0S47kDY3-4Aa18JjEDg�
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Any questions?

David Alexander  
Chairman

BVRLA Rental Committee 
www.bvrla.co.uk
t: 01923 811129

e: david.alexander@europcar.com 
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